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Mahalakshmi is said to have stayed in this place, did severe
penance, the forest around this place is known as Lakshmi
vanarn.
In the moolasthanam, there are no inner walls shutting
out air and light Hence the various sculptures around the
sanctum can be very dearly seen. In the moolasthanam statues
of Markandeya rishi as well as Varuna are seen in a posture
where they have folded their hands and are leaning on one
bent knee ( Mandi itta baani ). On the surrounding walls of
the garbagriha, all the devas who came to witness the divine
wedding as well as the Saptha rishis and Lord Siva are seen.
The idol of Pakshi Raja viz. Garuda has got special impor-
tance here. He is seen with folded hands and is very popular
here as a definite granter of boons to devotees. He is known as
a vara prasadhi. Every Sunday, there is a thirumaiyanam for
Pakshi Raja. When his birth star is in the ascendant Le. Swati,
- a special thirumanjanam is performed. The neivedhyam offered
to Pakshi Raja is knwon as amrutha kalasam. It is very sweet
and the devotees who are able to get that prasadam consider
themselves as very fortunate.
On the inner side of the Perumal sannidhi, there is a big
mandapam which is known as Sri mandapam. This mandapam
is standing on four pillars. It is believed that it was at this man-
dapam that the divine marriage of Sri Bakthavatsala Perumal
and Abishekavalli Thayar took place.
It is well known that Lord Brahma emerged out of the
Vishnu's navel-Lord Vishnu entrusted him with the four vedas.
But one day in Satya Loka when Brahma was sleeping, the two
demons Mathu and Kaitapa stole the vedas and hid them deep
in the ocean. When Brahma awoke, he realised the seriousness
of the loss and was very upset He rushed to meet Vishnu at
Thirupparkadal. But he was told by the Dwaraka palakas there
that God along with Mahalakshmi was residing at Thirukkanna
mangai. Brahma rushed to Tfaimkanna mangai. He sat on
the northern side of the pushkarini there and started a severe
penance. God was pleased with his sincere penance, appeared
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